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Kaiserring 2023 for Yuri Albert and Vadim Zakharov  
Two Artists Honoured Together for the First Time  

Goslar. The Kaiserring Goslar 2023 will go to Yuri Albert and Vadim Zakharov, making this 
the first year that two artists will receive the award in one year. This fact was revealed by the 
town’s mayor Urte Schwerdtner at the traditional New Year’s reception in Goslar’s 
Kaiserpfalz today. Both artists were born in 1959 – Zakharov in Dushanbe and Albert in 
Moscow – and both have lived in Germany since the early 1990s, with regular, longer stays 
in Moscow. They are the most important representatives of the second generation of 
Moscow Conceptualism. They began their artistic activities in the late 1970s and played an 
active role in perestroika. For a few years now they have become prominent with their 
exhibitions on the international stage. Albert and Zakharov will receive Goslar’s Kaiserring, 
one of the most prestigious contemporary art prizes, in person in the town’s Kaiserpfalz. The 
ceremony is scheduled for 7 October.  

“I would like to express my sincere thanks to the jury and the town of Goslar for the decision 
to award me such an important distinction as the Goslar Kaiserring,” writes Vadim Zakharov 
at the start of his acceptance speech. “This event means a lot to me, especially at such a 
difficult time when Russia is waging a war against Ukraine. In these days it is very difficult to 
find motivation for any creative activity and such gifts of fate as this prize help to create hope 
– hope to get away from the dead spot and the question: Is there anything that can even be 
done after the Bucha massacre?"  

Yuri Albert sent the following statement: “Some artists want their art to be seen as 
representative of their people, others of their sex or sexual orientation, yet others of their 
religion. Some want to give a voice to the working class or all oppressed humanity with their 
art, others even to the representatives of the environment – the flowers, the whales and the 
bacteria. I, on the other hand, want to represent the spectator in art. Almost everyone wants 
to make critical art. Some – apologetic art. I, on the other hand, strive to make sceptical art.” 

In their statement the Kaiserring judges wrote the following about the recipients of the award: 
“The artists Yuri Albert and Vadim Zakharov, based on their experiences in Moscow’s artistic 
underground scene – a scene which was excluded from the state art establishment of the 
Soviet Union – have given ground-breaking new impulses to international conceptual art. In 
their artistic practice, they themselves took on the tasks of presentation, commenting on their 
art and reflecting on art theory. In temporary exhibitions set in nature or in apartments, they 
showed photographic and text works, staged performances and events, narrated their artistic 
ideas to each other and critiqued each other. This indistinguishability of artist and 
commentator, of work and interpretation coming together in one person, made the active 
viewer a necessary condition for them, without whom the work and the art could not exist. 
 
“Yuri Albert and Vadim Zakharov subsequently developed very independent oeuvres with 
different emphases. While Albert consistently devotes himself to questions about art and its 
conditions in installations, performances, paintings, photographic and text works as well as 
activities on social media, Zakharov is active as an archivist and publisher, appears in public 
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with photographic, film and video works and puts on large interactive installations that are 
characterised by a strong interest in the mechanisms and politics of society. What both have 
in common is the constant strong appeal to the viewer as a search and desire for dialogue. In 
this way, they make an indispensable and innovative contribution to the further development 
of conceptual art and the possibilities of artistic thought between East and West.” 

Goslar Kaiserring 

The Goslar Kaiserring is one of the most prestigious awards for modern art in the world. It 
has been awarded since 1975. The first recipients were Henry Moore, Max Ernst and 
Alexander Calder. They were followed by pioneers of contemporary art such as Joseph 
Beuys, Gerhard Richter, Nam June Paik, Christo, Cindy Sherman and Jenny Holzer. Further 
notable recipients include Andreas Gursky, Bridget Riley, David Lynch, Olafur Eliasson and 
Barbara Kruger. Prior to Vadim Zakharov and Yuri Albert, the recipients of the award from 
the previous three years were Hans Haake, Adrian Piper and Sir Isaac Julien.  

Contact:  

You can find further information on the websites of the Mönchehaus Museum 
(www.moenchehaus.de) and the town of Goslar (www.goslar.de). If you have questions or 
require further images, you can reach the press department of the town of Goslar at tel. +49 
(0)5321 704-226. You can also get more information from the director of the Mönchehaus 
Museum, Dr Bettina Ruhrberg, tel. +49 (0)5321-4948, email: ruhrberg@moenchehaus.de.  

Photo (Daniel Zakharov): A successful double: the Kaiserring recipients of 2023, Vadim 
Zakharov (l.) and Yuri Albert (r.) 
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